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Cessation of Mo-99 Production Activities by NTP Radioisotopes Ltd. (NTP) Update
ANSTO Press Release – OPAL reactor - Update
Brussels, 9 July 2018
The AIPES Emergency Response Team (ERT*) composed of Mo-99 processors, research reactors, and generator
manufacturers had a telecon on Monday 9 July 2018 to receive an update from NTP Radioisotopes (South Africa) on the
temporary interruption of its Mo-99 and I-131 production activities. NTP reported that following meetings and
information and documentation submissions to National Nuclear Regulator (NNR), it continues to await NNR’s feedback
and approval in response to its request to resume Mo-99 production operations.
Processors and Generators expressed that for the time being, there is no major problems in the production initially
planned, and that all are trying to manage through the NTP production outage. Situation will have to be reconsidered
in the coming days/weeks if there are no changes.
The ERT also discussed the article issued by Aunt Minnie on July 6, relating “a shutdown of shipments from a nuclear
reactor in Australia that is a key part of the global supply network for the radioisotope molybdenum-99 (Mo-99) is
causing consternation in the nuclear medicine community, particularly in the Asia-Pacific region.” The ERT unanimously
agreed that neither OPAL nor the ANSTO Mo-99 processing facility are or have been been unexpectedly shut down.
Only the ANSTO Tc-99m generator production facility has been shut down, due to a mechanical problem, for
approximately the past 2+ weeks. This impacts Tc-99m availability in Australia and New Zealand primarily. There is no
impact to Mo-99 shipments from ANSTO to international markets.
Although Summer holidays are coming, members of the ERT decided to make an update every week in order to follow
up the situation of NTP. Piet Louw (NTP) will e-mail the Chairmen each Friday to summarize the situation and inform of
any changes/improvements. ERT chairman will then estimate if there is a need to organize a telco the following
Monday.

(Signed)
Bernard Ponsard,
Chairman ERT

Ira Goldman,
Chairman AIPES SoS WG

*: ERT (Emergency Response Team) has been created to enable our community to gather in emergency when necessary,and forward the useful
information to all concerned stakeholders.
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For the Generators:
For the SoS WG:

Bernard Ponsard (SCK CEN)
Frank de Lange (Curium)
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Aurelie Gasse (GE HC) – Alternate Andy Porter (GE HC
Ira Goldman (Lantheus Medical Imaging)
Ira Goldman, Chairman, SoS Working Group

